2016-17 FEATURED SPIRIT GRANT

Electrify Your Strings Workshop
In November the Spirit of 67 Foundation
helped bring Mark Wood’s inspirational
Electrify Your Strings educational program to
our 6th – 8th grade orchestra students at DPM.
Mark Wood is a World-renowned, Emmywinning composer and electric violinist.
Mark is a Julliard trained violinist, an original
member of the famed Trans-Siberian
Orchestra as well as the creator of the
revolutionary Viper Electric Violin.
During the 2015-16 school year, the
“It was a great opportunity to expand my musical
orchestra program received a grant for five
electric string instruments, which allowed
horizons, having the opportunity to play with
students to explore alternative styles, eclectic
somebody in this industry. It was also an opportunity styles, crossover, and the use of technology
to work with other people in other grades to come
within music. This year’s grant gave students
the opportunity to work on improvisation,
together doing a really amazing thing.”
composition and personal expression. The
- DPM Orchestra Student
Spirit partnered with the LFHS Applause
Board to deliver this amazing program. As
Mark himself states, he hopes to bring young
musicians awareness of “the music education
phenomenon that bridges imagination and
intellect through musical self-expression.”
He does this by partnering with music
teachers to give them the tools to continue to
inspire, motivate and boost confidence on
and off the stage. It was evident to all in the
audience at the performance that this
program is doing exactly that!

“This opportunity has given a different jump start to the year. The energy that the kids are
getting from playing music like Crazy Train and Eleanor Rigby takes this to a whole other level.
It is something that as an educator you only dream of having your students
experience, but in Lake Forest they make it happen!”
- Sarah Truding, DPM Orchestra Director
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